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Mount Prospect Students give boost to thin film plastic recycling project 
 
Last Sunday, five Mount Prospect students and recent alumni, all residents of the Patriot Ridge 
section of The Hills, gave a big boost to the Bernards Township Environmental Commission’s 
“Trex Challenge” to collect 500 pounds of thin film plastic within six months. Hima Manne, 
mother of one of the students, utilized a neighborhood social media app to notify residents in 
advance of their plans: “All I had to do is set it up and drive them around. They had a blast, amazed 
at how much they collected and how much we ultimately use. It was a great living green lesson, 
social lesson and a fun giving event this holiday season.” Altogether, the students collected 47 
pounds, nearly 10% of the total goal. Mount Prospect Principal, Joanne Hozeny, recently reached 
out to Joan Harris, Township Committee Liaison to the Environmental Commission, seeking to 
get the school involved in the recycling project. She was able to quickly get the effort organized 
at the school and create great enthusiasm among the Mount Prospect students and families. 
 
By recycling 500 pounds of thin film plastic garbage within six months – by April 14, 2020 –  
Bernards Township will qualify to receive a high-performance park bench made of recycled 
plastic. Trex, a company that specializes in composite decking, furniture and other eco-friendly 
products, aggregates the thin film plastics collected and repurposes them to create outdoor benches. 
The Environmental Commission is also partnering on the project with the Basking Ridge Business 
Alliance. Mount Prospect School is only available for drop-offs by students and their families. 
Visit the Bernards Township website for a complete list of drop-off locations. For more 
information on the project, contact Andrea Freijomil, Administrative Associate at the Bernards 
Township Engineering Department (afreijomil@bernards.org). 
 
Pictured in the photo from left to right:   
 
Shaivi Manne, Siya Macha, Meera Shah, Allie Chen, and Milie Gupta. 
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 CONTACT: RHONDA PISANO, MUNICIPAL CLERK 
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